
Miami, Florida 
Owner: Marco Drugs and Compounding 

Message to Members: 

As an owner and operator of a small hybrid pharmacy, I know first-hand and very well the challenges we as owners 
are facing: CVS’ outrageous, abusive and predatory practices, onerous and unpredictable DIR fees and limited 
access to Narrow Networks are a few of the problems our industry is experiencing. 
 
Know that I am vocal and very active in the industry. We have made some strategic alliances and are taking steps 
that need more work, so continuity is paramount. For these reasons I am asking for your support by electing me to 
another term as Board Director. I thank you in advance for your participation on this election and your consideration 
to represent you and other members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hatch, New Mexico 
Owner: United Drugs 201 

Message to Members: 

Purchasing United Drug of Hatch (NM) in 1991, I became a second generation cooperative member.  In 1992 I was 
elected to the United Drugs Board and continue to serve on the Arete Board of Directors today.  In 2012 I was 
elected to the AAP Board where I have served the past two years as Chairman. 
                 
Inadequate MAC reimbursement has become the foremost threat to pharmacy viability.  In order to remedy this crisis 
we must amplify efforts on two fronts.  First, we must continue to strategically pursue mergers and combinations with 
other PSAOs and Buying Groups (stabilizing reimbursement and reducing cost of goods). Secondly we must 
continue to improve our quality scores making our network more valuable to payers. 
 
Forming Arete by combining United Drugs and TPN (along with the addition of RX Pride and Topco) has solidified 
our PSAO as a national player.  Combining purchases between API and Topco will prove to reduce overall cost of 
goods in the coming year. 
 
I am asking for your vote for the AAP Board of Directors as I would like to continue to focus my energies on 
improving our cooperative. Please feel free to contact me at 575-644-0372 or gmitchell@unitedsuperstore.com. 
 
Thank You  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chipley, Florida 
Owner: Kings Discount Drug 

Message to Members: 

I have been a supporter of API warehouse and managed care for many years. I have rarely missed an annual 
meeting of API/AAP or Cardinal and place great value on what can be learned at the venues. Rubbing shoulders with 
and learning from smart operators has been a source of most good ideas I have implemented. Without API, I believe 
we would have less favorable offerings from ANY wholesaler. The true cooperative can continue to work and grow 
with full membership support returning profits to members rather than a group of investors. The top priority of AAP 
has to be member profit. Some goals to keep this as our focus: 

1. Continue seeking best purchasing arrangements with suppliers, willing to collaborate/merge/aquire etc to 
increase scale. Also recognizing when something is not working and making necessary changes.

2. Provide industry leading value in Arete using creative ways to increase size while not losing emphasis on quality.

3. Support legislative efforts nationally thru NCPA and on state levels where possible to fight PBM abuses. 

As a daily operation in touch with the patient and the bottom line, I see the need to push these goals. I would be 
honored to continue to serve. 



Pomona, California 
Owner: Express Pharmacy 
 
Message to Members: 

Since my election to AAP Board in April 2015, it has been a learning curve for me to tackle issues faced by pharmacy 
owners. It has been a good experience working with board members with different skills and background. I have had 
opportunity to visit many of you during board meetings. I have worked very hard to bring positive changes for co-op 
members. Having been on AAP board and on Board with different type of businesses gives me good understanding, 
what it takes to run a successful operation. MAC issues, Cost of Brand medications, DIR fee management, 3rd party 
contract, proliferation of narrow networks and preferred contracts all post quite a bit of challenges to operate 
pharmacy business. Being a board member of AAP give me vast amount of knowledge and experience to address 
issues faced by independent pharmacy owners. I want to increase co-op membership, API warehouse purchases, 
opportunity to earn better rebate, and negotiate better contract with Cardinal Health for better brand cost of goods. 
address MAC issues and permanent resolution of under paid claims. I am honored for your trust to represent your 
vital interest. I ask for your support for re-election to represent you. 
 
 
 
 


